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Dear Housing/Rental Manager:  
 
Please accept this letter as a letter of reference for the tenant applying for your house or apartment. 
The applicant is a participant in the Bridges USA J-1 Exchange teacher program administered by 
Sagamore Insittute. The Exchange Visitor Program promotes mutual understanding between the 
people of the United States and the people of other countries by educational and cultural exchanges.  
Foreign teachers have the opportunity to teach in accredited primary and secondary schools in the 
United States.  Exchange teachers sharpen their professional skills and participate in cross-cultural 
activities in schools and communities, and they return to their home country after the exchange to 
share their experiences and increased knowledge of the United States and the U.S. educational 
system. 
 
Sagamore Institute is an Indianapolis-based non-profit public policy research organization that 
promotes education excellence.  Sagamore’s J-1 visa program (P-3-29941) became a designated 
sponsor under the J-1 teacher program by the U.S. State Department. Sagamore Institute’s J-1 
Program exists to provide caring, personalized service to international teachers who seek to serve 
in US classrooms and to assist US schools with hosting international teachers.  Sagamore is able to 
sponsor teachers in more than a dozen states throughout the country.  We value our partnerships 
with schools and school districts who are committed to bringing global competencies to their 
students and communities. Our vision is to provide excellent customer service characterized by 
prompt attention and compassionate care to teachers while efficiently and professionally assisting 
schools, first in Indiana, and then around the country. 
 
Secuirty and Reliability: This teacher has been extensively screened by ICE (US Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement), DHS (Department of Homeland Security), the DOS (US Department of 
State), the US Embassy of the teacher’s home country, and Sagamore Institute. The tenant has a full 
time job and salary that can be verified.  Please note that the teacher may have just arrived in the 
USA and therefore will not have any credit history.  
 
Thank you for considering this tenant. Please contact me if you have any questions about this 
teacher’s program or suitability for renting.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Laurel Vanden Berg      cell phone: 317-472-2052 
Sagamore Institute, J-1 Programs    email: Laurel@sagamoreinstitute.org 
 
 



   

 


